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Publications briefly elaborated (almost all of them)

• I am super interested in futures, i.e. supporting to understand what might happen in the
future of the humankind and the world we humans, animals and plants live in. I published
my book ’Human’4 where I made use of speculative fiction and science fiction traditions
to philosophisize about future events happening to humans. Without spoiling the plot too
much, here is what I wrote as the description of ’Human’ [60].

In this world full of open questions and uncertainty Human is the story of people engaging
to cope with what they perceive and experience. This future world is easy, yet strange to
live in as a human.
Queen with its AI-powered, mysterious operations is providing people virtually every-
thing. The role of a human being is to enjoy. New controlling orders, regular bright light
sessions and queen bots raise suspicions.
However, we can evidence those who are human. Queen wants to make clear there is
a difference between them and human. What will people do? Will they learn something
about themselves, the world and Queen? The stakes are high in this adventure about what
we can call human."
Human is a timely book in this era of Artificial Intelligence. Human seeks to be a timeless
story touching both our generations and the future generations to come.

• Recently we have been designing how to best produce games [5, 26, 104] and 360 degree
learning environments [18]. In the core of our activities is the idea of humanizing online
learning [61].

• I co-edited the book "Design Education Across Disciplines–Transformative Learning Expe-
riences for the 21st Century" [98]–published by Palgrave Macmillan in April 2023–in which
distinguished design professors from around the world share their visions and practices on
design education.

1http://kauppinen.net/tomi/publications-tomi-kauppinen.bib
2http://kauppinen.net/tomi/publications-tomi-kauppinen-elaborated.tex
3http://kauppinen.net/tomi/bibtexbrowser.local.php?frameset&bib=publications-tomi-kauppinen.bib
4Human is available as a paperback, hard cover and ebook via Amazon http://amazon.com/

Human-Tomi-Kauppinen/dp/B0CW1QZ32S
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• We made use of Design Science Reearch to design a learning toolbox for educators to design
their courses and other educational offerings to be engaging, activating and supportive for
learners [11].

• I have always found it fascinating to study the use of web, online and networked environ-
ments and storytelling.

– The role and promise of information visualization to help understanding what is going
on in the world. See for instance my essay "Exploring the Amazon Rainforest through
Information Visualizations" [59] at The OBJECTS OF THE FOREST online exhibition
at the Helsinki Design Week 2020.

– In Aalto Online Learning project5 [?, 79, 102, 69], strategic initiative of Aalto Univer-
sity, we have developed, delivered, experimented and evaluated new digital tools and
online materials in a wide set of themes covering: playable concepts—exploring em-
bedded games for education, arranging game jams[?], communication and illustration
[97], augmented and virtual reality, online interactive textbooks, automatic assess-
ment, video production [28], electronic exams and online social interaction. We have
also proposed novel concepts to create communities of practice for teachers to jointly
create online and blended learning settings.

– Related to this, is it possible to understand learners’ activities by letting them to create
a network of information as they see connections between different learning topics?
How can we let them express their feelings about learning and record these in the
same information networks? (see [94]). Further on, we have recently also studied and
visually analyzed the recognition of prior learning of English (see [106]).

– Increasing Information Transparency through Web Maps - essentially commmunicat-
ing about relevant issues of information visualizations to improve transparency [16],
with a comparison between geovisualizations and bare data tables [17].

– Experimenting how a global collaboration can support learning, feeling of responsi-
bility and team forming in a global product design marathon [119]

– Learning music online via searching by playing benefits from structured representa-
tions of music [52]

– We have developed a theoretical model for the associative nature of conference par-
ticipation [115].

• eScience, Open Science, Semantic Science and Linked Science

– Please read our Editorial: Special Issue on Semantic eScience: Methods, tools and
applications [24]. Abstract of the editorial: "Openly shared, available, and accessible
scientific resources facilitate tackling grand challenges that our society, organizations,
communities and individuals are facing today. Pandemics, climate change, environ-
mental modeling, genomics, or space exploration all create open research questions
for which Artificial Intelligence -and Semantic Web in particular- have a unique po-
tential to accelerate scientific discoveries. In this editorial, we introduce a special issue

5http://onlinelearning.aalto.fi/

http://onlinelearning.aalto.fi/


Research Elaborated April 5, 2024 3

on Semantic eScience methods, tools and applications for the Semantic Web Journal
and outline five challenges or Semantic eScience in the years to come."

– I have co-organised workshops and co-edited proceedings to create a community
around open, semantic and linked science. Please check SemSci2018 [2], SemSci2017

[23], LISC 2015 [93], LISC 2014 [121], LISC 2013 [25], LISC 2012 [83] and LISC 2011

[82] for a wide range of relevant papers.

– See our original article about Linked Open Science [63] and its extension as a book
chapter [62].

– About applying Linked Science approach see our work on sharing remote sensing
data [65]—especially Linked Brazilian Amazon Data [66], and our work on managing
scientific findings [7].

– For making sense of publication data see spatial@linkedscience [89] and for visually
interacting with Linked Spatiotemporal Data with gestures see [9]. Another way to
explore linked scientific data is to create analysis and animations on the fly with our
ELBAR explorer [103] as a hypothesis generation step for further research.

– Our work related work on Linked Universities is reported in a paper about the Linked
Open Data University of Muenster (LODUM), see [90] and in papers about Linked
Open Aalto, especially using the idea for visual exploration of data [4], for instance to
understand interorganizational collaboration [33] via visual analytics.

– Further on, we have used text mining techniques to understand and plot spatial
aboutness of publications [6]. The idea is to thus to facilitate directing of new re-
search to regions yet unexplored. Linking of scientific assets together, and to space
and time should create grounds for Linked Earth, where all important information
about the Earth is interconnected and can be explored at different levels [58].

• As a result of ifgi 20 years anniversary Think Tank we prepared an article asking “How
can Geoinformatics help address global challenges?” [95]. Our vision for Geographic In-
formation Observatories was outlined in [49]. Related to this, we have studied the role of
contextual information [50] as lenses to observe the data universe. We have studied Volun-
teered Geographic Information (VGI) to understand and advance the role of affordances
[111], modeling of provenance [91] [92] [112], spatial data mining to assess classification of
VGI features [3] and modeling of trust and reputation [14].

• Related to our VGI efforts we have employed bayesian networks for crowdsensing and
to support situation awareness [29]. Crowdsensing is interesting also for understanding
local phenomena. For this we have created a platform for gathering and visualizing user
experiences about spaces (indoor such as office buildings) via mobile and web interfaces
[77]. With reasoning about these human observations we can support understanding of
spaces and how people consider about them in different contexts [107]. With these we have
argued that human computation is essential for understanding phenomena and supporting
to improve cities. In order to prepare grounds for this we have conducted a survey of
people movement analytics studies in the context of smart cities [99].

• Our work on making higher level conceptualizations from raw data is documented in pa-
pers about modeling geosensor observations [19] [20]. Similar task has been in our work
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on creating a usable information layer about the deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon see
[64] [15], and particularly about using Linked Data technologies to share remote sensing
observation data [65]. A related work is the methodology for crowdsourcing Linked Spa-
tiotemporal Data after an earthquake and interacting with it with an user interface see [105]
[56].

• Our studies have argued that Linked Data introduces a paradigm shift for Geographic
Information Science [96] and that it thus is a core component of the Future Spatial Data
Infrastructure [21]

• Digital Cultural Heritage has been one of the main themes, especially during my PhD
dissertation [54] but also more recently [113]. This has led to new methods for using Fuzzy
Sets to model imprecise temporal periods [80] according to how users cognitively rank the
relevances. Another related research direction has been to reason about changes [81]. One
practical result has been SMARTMUSEUM [86, 10, 109, 108] which matches user profiles
with the available semantic annotations thus bridging the cognitive gap between humans
and machines. In our studies we did data mining to analyze annotation co-occurrences [76]
and spatial data mining for finding out interesting relations between places [84].

• The core result of my PhD [54] was The Finnish Spatiotemporal Ontology (SAPO):

– First mention about SAPO was made in [72]
– SAPO was built using different methods and components. These include

* reasoning about changes (such as merges and splits) in administrational regions
[75] [74] [73] , and

* a vocabulary for collecting changes supported by a method for creating the tem-
poral parts of regions [88].

– The benefits of using SAPO is shown via application examples for

* managing digital cultural heritage content [81],

* for query expansion [118], and

* for semantic autocompletion [114].
– An evaluation in an information retrieval task shows [81] that by using SAPO the recall

increases considerably without loss in precision.
– A book chapter gives an overview of the research related to SAPO [43].

• We have also used ontologies to integrate health information with geoinformation [116] [27]

• Back in my PhD period I worked on The Finnish Geo-ontology (SUO) [32] [70] [71] and
particularly on using geospatial ontologies in CultureSampo [81] [67] [38] [39] [38] [37]
[40] [41] [42] and on developing spatiotemporal ontologies and services [70] [36] in the
FinnONTO project [46] [110] [45] [44] [100] [117].

• I have also edited proceedings in the above fields, these include SemSci2018 [2], SemSci2017

[23], TSTIP2015 [1, 13], SAFE2015 [12], JOINT SSA-SMILE 2014 [22], VISUAL2014 [47],
LISC 2011 [82], LISC 2012 [83], LISC 2013 [25], LISC 2014 [121], LISC 2015 [93], Geographic
Information Observatories 2014 [48], GIScience in the Big Data Age 2012 [51], Developments
in Artificial Intelligence [34], Web Intelligence [35] and XML Finland [30]
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• Further on, as an application of my research I have published vocabulary specifications
online. These vocabularies are CHANGE [55], TEACH [87], EXPERIENCE [78], LSC [8]
and TISC [57].

• Finally, I have authored and co-authored papers also in Finnish, for instance about Aalto
Online Learning [101], the Finnish Spatiotemporal Ontology SAPO [120], Geospatial On-
tologies [31], Sensor Web [68], Semantic Web [85] and Pattern Recognition [53].

Last updated: April 5, 2024

References

[1] Proceedings of the Workshop on Teaching Spatial Thinking from Interdisciplinary Perspectives co-
located with Conference on Spatial Information Theory XII (COSIT 2015), 2016.

[2] Proceedings of the Second Workshop on Enabling Open Semantic Science co-located with 17th
International Semantic Web Conference (ISWC 2018), volume Vol-2184, Monterey, California,
USA, October 2018. CEUR Workshop Proceedings.

[3] Ahmed Loai Ali, Falko Schmid, Rami Al-Salman, and Tomi Kauppinen. Ambiguity and
plausibility: Managing classification quality in Volunteered Geographic Information. In
Proceedings of the ACM SIGSPATIAL GIS 2014, Dallas, Texas, USA, November 7–11 2014.

[4] Miika Alonen, Tomi Kauppinen, Osma Suominen, and Eero Hyvönen. Exploring the linked
university data with visualization tools. In Philipp Cimiano, Miriam Fernández, Vanessa
Lopez, Stefan Schlobach, and Johanna Völker, editors, The Semantic Web: ESWC 2013 Satel-
lite Events, volume 7955, pages 204–208, Montpellier, France, 2013. Springer Berlin Heidel-
berg.

[5] Solip Park Riikka Aurava Laura Piispanen Annakaisa Kultima, Ville Kankainen and Tomi
Kauppinen. Expert-driven (online) game jams for (game) design education. In The sixth
annual International Conference on Game Jams, Hackathons, and Game Creation Events (ICGJ
2021), 2021.

[6] Iana Atanassova, Marc Bertin, and Tomi Kauppinen. Exploitation de données spatiales
provenant d’articles scientifiques pour le suivi des maladies tropicales. In Gestion et Analyse
des données Spatiales et Temporelles (GAST’2015@EGC2015), 15ème conférence internationale sur
l’extraction et la gestion des connaissances (EGC2015), Luxembourg, January 2015.

[7] Alkyoni Baglatzi and Tomi Kauppinen. Managing and representing scientific findings
about the environment. In Demos and Posters of the 18th International Conference on Knowl-
edge Engineering and Knowledge Management (EKAW2012), National University of Ireland,
Galway, Ireland, October 2012.

[8] Alkyoni Baglatzi, Tomi Kauppinen, and Carsten Keßler. Linked science core vocabulary
specification. Technical report, LinkedScience.org, 2011.

[9] Thomas Bartoschek, Gerald Paper, Christian Kray, Jim Jones, and Tomi Kauppinen. Gestu-
ral interaction with spatiotemporal linked open data. OSGEO Journal, (11), 2013.



Research Elaborated April 5, 2024 6

[10] Marco Berni, Nima Dokoohaki, Elena Fani, Eero Hyvönen, Tomi Kauppinen, Mihhail
Matskin, Eetu Mäkelä, and Tuukka Ruotsalo. Smartmuseum: a cultural heritage knowl-
edge exchange platform based on ontology-oriented, context-aware and profiling systems.
In Proceedings of Electronic Imaging & the Visual Arts (EVA 2009), Florence, Italy, April 28–30

2009.

[11] Lea Blecher, Lara Riefle, and Tomi Kauppinen. Designing virtual toolboxes to guide edu-
cators in creating online learning. In International Conference on Design Science Research in
Information Systems and Technology, pages 433–444. Springer International Publishing, 2022.

[12] Eva Blomqvist, Vitaveska Lanfranchi, Suvodeep Mazumdar, Tomi Kauppinen, and Carsten
Keßler. Workshop summary: Workshop on semantics and analytics for emergency re-
sponse (safe2015). In L. Palen, M. Buscher, T. Comes, and A. Hughes, editors, Proceedings of
The 12th International Conference on Information Systems for Crisis Response and Management,
Kristiansand, Norway, May 24–27 2015.

[13] Heather Burte, Tomi Kauppinen, and Mary Hegarty. Teaching spatial thinking from inter-
disciplinary perspectives workshop (introduction). In Proceedings of the Workshop on Teaching
Spatial Thinking from Interdisciplinary Perspectives co-located with Conference on Spatial Informa-
tion Theory XII (COSIT 2015), Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA, 2016.

[14] Fausto D’Antonio, Paolo Fogliaroni, and Tomi Kauppinen. VGI Edit History Reveals Data
Trustworthiness and User Reputation. In Proceedings of the 17th AGILE Conference on Geo-
graphic Information Science, Connecting a Digital Europe through Location and Place, Castellon,
Spain, June 2014.

[15] Giovana Mira de Espindola and Tomi Kauppinen. Semantic linking of data for the Brazil-
ian Amazon Rainforest statistics. In GeoChange 2010—GIScience for Environmental Change,
Campos do Jordão, São Paulo, Brazil, November 2010.

[16] Auriol Degbelo and Tomi Kauppinen. Increasing information transparency through web
maps. In Companion of The Web Conference 2018 on The Web Conference 2018, WWW 2018,
pages 899–904, Lyon, France, April 2018. ACM.

[17] Auriol Degbelo, Jonas Wissing, and Tomi Kauppinen. A comparison of geovisualizations
and data tables for transparency enablement in the open government data landscape. In-
ternational Journal of Electronic Government Research (IJEGR), 14, issue 4:39–64, 2018.

[18] David Derichs, Sofia Sevón, Taija Votkin, and Tomi Kauppinen. Creating a production
pipeline for 360

◦ learning environments. In EDULEARN22 Proceedings, pages 5818–5824.
IATED, 2022.

[19] Anusuriya Devaraju and Tomi Kauppinen. Geo-processes and properties observed by sen-
sors. In GeoChange 2010—GIScience for Environmental Change, Campos do Jordão, São Paulo,
Brazil, November 2010.

[20] Anusuriya Devaraju and Tomi Kauppinen. Sensors tell more than they sense: Modeling
and reasoning about sensor observations for understanding weather events. Special Issue



Research Elaborated April 5, 2024 7

on Semantic Sensor Networks, International Journal of Sensors, Wireless Communications and
Control, 2(1), 2012.

[21] Laura Diaz, Albert Remke, Tomi Kauppinen, Auriol Degbelo, Theodor Foerster, Christoph
Stasch, Matthes Rieke, Bastian Schaeffer, Bastian Baranski, Arne Broering, and Andreas
Wytzisk. Future sdi—impulses from geoinformatics research and it trends. International
Journal of Spatial Data Infrastructures Research (IJSDIR), 7:378–410, 2012.

[22] Aldo Gangemi, Harith Alani, Malvina Nissim, Erik Cambria, Diego Reforgiato Recupero,
Vitaveska Lanfranchi, and Tomi Kauppinen, editors. Joint Proceedings of the 1th Workshop
on Semantic Sentiment Analysis (SSA2014), and the Workshop on Social Media and Linked Data
for Emergency Response (SMILE 2014) co-located with 11th European Semantic Web Conference
(ESWC 2014), January 2015.

[23] Daniel Garijo, Willem Robert van Hage, Tomi Kauppinen, Tobias Kuhn, and Jun Zhao,
editors. Proceedings of the First Workshop on Enabling Open Semantic Science co-located with
16th International Semantic Web Conference (ISWC 2017), Vienna, Austria, October 21st 2017.
CEUR.

[24] Daniel Garijo, Natalia Villanueva-Rosales, and Tomi Kauppinen. Editorial: Special issue on
semantic escience: Methods, tools and applications. Semantic Web, 11(5):731–733, August
2020.

[25] Paul Groth, Marieke van Erp, Tomi Kauppinen, Jun Zhao, Carsten Kessler, Line C.
Pouchard, Carole Goble, Yolanda Gil, and Jacco van Ossenbruggen, editors. Proceedings
of the 3rd International Workshop on Linked Science 2013—Supporting Reproducibility, Scien-
tific Investigations and Experiments (LISC), volume Vol-1116, Sydney Australia, October 2013.
CEUR Workshop Proceedings.

[26] Ylva Grufstedt, Tomi Kauppinen, and Annakaisa Kultima. Developing a game production
pipeline for university educators. In 8th International Conference on Higher Education Ad-
vances (HEAd’22), Valencia, Spain, June 2022. Polytechnic University of Valencia Congress.
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